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PHD RESEARCH TOPIC 

• Contemporary Challenges to Islam: A Critique of al-Nahdah 

Degree Department/Subject Year Grade/Division University/Institution  

Post-Doctorate 
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International Relations 
2019 Awarded 
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University, Ankara 
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Aligarh Muslim University, 
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AREA OF RESEARCH AND TEACHING 

• Arab Spring, Democratization Process and Islamic Movements in the Middle East and 

North Africa with a particular focus on Tunisia; 

• Islamic History (Prophetic Period, Period of Rightly Guided Caliphs, Period of Umayyads 

and Abbasids) 

TEACHING POSITIONS HELD  

• Assistant Professor, Shah-i-Hamadan Institute of Islamic Studies, University of Kashmir, 

Srinagar (24 Feb 2025—) 

• Lecturer, Islamic Studies (Contractual), Shah-i-Hamadan Institute of Islamic Studies, 

University of Kashmir, Srinagar (01 March 2024—31 Dec 2024) 

• Lecturer, Islamic Studies (Contractual), Centre for Distance and Online Education, 

University of Kashmir, Srinagar (17 October 2019 to 13 Feb 2022; 01 March 2022 to 31 

Jan 2023; 16 Feb 2023 to 31 Dec 2023) 

• Lecturer on Academic Arrangement, Higher Education Department, Government of 

Jammu and Kashmir, (April-Dec 2012; April-May 2016; April 2017 to March 2018) 

RESEARCH POSITIONS HELD 

• Researcher, Istanbul Institute for Advanced Studies, Aksaray, İstanbul, Turkey 

(September 2023—till date) 

• Post-Doc Research Fellow, Ankara Yildirim Beyazit Üniversitesi (AYBU), Turkey, (April 

2018 to March 2019) 

DEPARTMENTAL ASSIGNMENTS   

• Member, Academic Audit Committee, Shah-i-Hamadan Institute of Islamic Studies, 

University of Kashmir (June 2024—Dec 2024) 

• Assistant Coordinator, M.A. Islamic Studies Program, Centre for Distance and Online 

Education, University of Kashmir (17 October 2019 to 13 Feb 2022; 01 March 2022 to 31 

Jan 2023; 16 Feb 2023 to 31 Dec 2023) 

• Assistant Coordinator, Developing of Self-Learning Material for M.A. Islamic Studies 

Program, Centre for Distance and Online Education, University of Kashmir (17 October 

2019 to 13 Feb 2022; 01 March 2022 to 31 Jan 2023; 16 Feb 2023 to 31 Dec 2023)  
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• Member and Assistant Coordinator, Examination and Registration Return Committee, 

Centre for Distance and Online Education, University of Kashmir (30 May 2022 to 31 Jan 

2023 and 16 Feb 2023 to 31 Dec 2023) 

FELLOWSHIPS AWARDED 

• Post-Doctoral Fellowship awarded by Turkish Government under Turkiye Burslari 

Scholarship, 2018 

• Senior Research Fellowship (SRF), awarded by University Grants Commission (UGC), 15-

11-2014 

• Junior Research Fellowship (JRF), awarded by University Grants Commission (UGC), Dec 

2011 

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE IN ACADEMIC JOURNALS 

• Book Review Member, Muslim World Book Review, Leicester, UK (Jan 2015—Dec 2018) 

• Reviewer, Routledge, Taylor and Francis, UK (Sep 2024—till date) 

BOOKS PUBLISHED 

1. Sofi, Mohammad Dawood. The Tunisian Revolution and Democratic Transition: The 

Role of al-Nahḍah, (UK: Routledge, 2022)  

Listed in the Middle East Journal as ten great books of the year about the Middle 

East (December 21, 2023). https://www.mei.edu/blog/10-great-new-books-about-

middle-east 

2. Sofi, Mohammad Dawood. Rāshid al-Ghannūshi̇:̄ A Key Muslim Thinker of the 21st 

Century, (Singapore: Palgrave Macmillan, 2018) 

3. Sofi, Mohammad Dawood. History of Islamic Civilization, (New Delhi: Adam Publishers 

and Distributors, 2013)  

SELECTED PEER-REVIEWED PAPERS 

1. Sofi, Mohammad Dawood. “Rethinking the Root Causes of the Tunisian Revolution and 

its Implications.” Contemporary Arab Affairs, Brill, vol. 12, no. 3, 2019, pp. 41-64. 

https://doi.org/10.1525/caa.2019.123003 

https://www.mei.edu/blog/10-great-new-books-about-middle-east
https://www.mei.edu/blog/10-great-new-books-about-middle-east
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2. Sofi, Mohammad Dawood. “Cooperation or Competition: The Rhetoric of Rāshid al-

Ghannūshī̇ on Pluralism.” Journal of Middle Eastern Studies, vol. 1, no. 11, 2019, pp. 

26-41.  

3. Sofi, Mohammad Dawood. “The Tunisian Republic and the Restructuring of Socio-

Economic Institutions: A Brief Analysis of Bourguiba’s Nation-Building Project.” Islamic 

Studies, vol. 57, no. 3-4, 2018, pp. 245-259. 

4. Sofi, Mohammad Dawood. “Reading Rashid al-Ghannushi’s Debate on Human Rights.” 

Australian Journal of Islamic Studies, vol. 3, no. 1, 2018, pp. 45-62. 

5. Sofi, Mohammad Dawood., and Dar, Showkat Ahmad. “Towards an Overview of Nursi 

Studies in India.” Journal of Religious Studies, vol. 2, no. 3, 2018, pp. 1-15 

6. Sofi, Mohammad Dawood. “Humanity and Brotherhood: A Brief Study of Bediuzzaman 

Said Nursi: and his Risale-i-Nur.” World Journal of Islamic History and Civilization, 

vol. 7, no. 4, 2017, pp. 71-78.  

7. Sofi, Mohammad Dawood., and Parray, Tauseef Ahmad. “Reinterpreting Mi ̇̄thāq al-

Madi ̇̄nah: A Study of Some Contemporary Scholars.” The Journal of Rotterdam Islamic 

and Social Sciences, vol. 7, no. 1, 2016, pp. 75-90.  

8. Sofi, Mohammad Dawood. “Modernization and Secularization in the Post-Independent 

Tunisia: An Analysis of Bourguiba’s Reforms (1956-1970).” Hamdard Islamicus, vol. 38, 

no. 2, 2015, pp. 7-38. 

9. Sofi, Mohammad Dawood. “Recent Fatāwā and Writings of Mawlānā Khālid Saif Allah 

Raḥmānī̇.” Islamic Quarterly, vol. 59, no. 1, 2015, pp. 89-108. 

10. Sofi, Mohammad Dawood. “Ḥizb al-Nahḍah: from revolution to government and to a 

second referendum.” Contemporary Arab Affairs, Routledge, vol. 8, no. 3, 2015, pp. 

398–407. 

11.  Sofi, Mohammad Dawood. “Knowledge―Toward Bridging Religious and Modern 

Sciences: Bediuzzaman Said Nursi’s Approach.” Journal of Islamic Thought and 

Civilization, vol. 3, no. 2, 2013, pp. 13-20.  

12.  Sofi, Mohammad Dawood. “Darul ‘Ulum Deoband and Tasawwuf: A Brief Study of 

Rashid Ahmad Gangohi.” Hazara Islamicus, vol. 1, no. 2, 2013, pp. 19-28. 

13.  Sofi, Mohammad Dawood. “Tunisia: From the Advent of Islam to Independence: A 

Historical Study.” Hazara Islamicus, vol. 2, no. 2, 2013, pp. 35-44 
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SELECTED OPINION PIECES IN MEDIA AND MAGAZINES 

1. Is Tunisian democracy at a crossroads?, Daily Sabah, Turkey, August 10, 2024 

2. Understanding the spiritual essence of Hajj, Daily Sabah, Turkey, June 15, 2024 

3. From past to present, al-Nahdah’s journey in Tunisia, Daily Sabah, Turkey, March 07, 2019  

4. The democratic uprisings in the MENA and their aftermath, Daily Sabah, Turkey, January 

22, 2019 

5. Tunisia in a Predicament: Echoes of the Tunisian Revolution Lingering, The New Turkey, 

Turkey, January 17, 2019 

6. Baghdad (The City of Peace): Recalling the Lost Glory, The Muslim World League Journal, 

Saudi Arabia, vol. 47, no. 04, Jan 2019 

7. The Muslim Brotherhood: Rise, Fall, and Future Prospects, The New Turkey, Turkey, 

January 05, 2019 

8. The post-Arab Spring political landscape in the MENA region, Daily Sabah, Turkey, 

December 03, 2018 

9. Reimagining the Lifetime Experience, The Muslim World League Journal, Saudi Arabia, vol. 

46, no. 12, Sep 2018 

10.  Muslim Civilization and Scientific Development: A Glimpse of its Past and Present, The 

Muslim World League Journal, Saudi Arabia, vol. 46, no. 06, April 2018 

11.  Concept and Significance of Knowledge (‘Ilm) in Islam, Kashmir Reader, Srinagar, April 05, 

2017 

12.  Muslim Debate on Modernism, The Muslim World League Journal, Saudi Arabia, vol. 45, no. 

6, March 2017, pp. 38-41 

13.  Umar bin ‘Abdal-‘Azīz: The Illustrious Descendant of  Caliph ‘Umar ibn al- Khaṭṭāb, The 

Muslim World League Journal, Saudi Arabia, vol. 44, no. 03, December 2016 

14. Brotherhood [Akhuwwah]―Possible Remedy for All Pervading Crisis in the Ummah, The 

Muslim World League Journal, Saudi Arabia, vol. 44, no. 10, July 2016 

15. Post-Arab Spring Tunisia: Positing the Panorama of a New Ambiance, International Policy 

Digest, ISSN: 2332-9416, January 05, 2016 

16.  From Theoretical Expression to Practical Engagement: Ḥizb al-Nahḍah in the Post-

Authoritarian Setting, Centre for Mediterranean, Middle East and Islamic Studies (CEMMIS), 

University of Peloponnese, Greece, 11 Dec 2015, pp. 1-7 

17.  Post Revolution Tunisia―Where the Success Lies, Turkey Agenda, Turkey, April 21, 2015 
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18.  Arab Uprising and Tunisia: From Pessimism to Optimism, Tunisia Live, Tunis, January 07, 

2015 

19.  The Polarizing Ambiance in Tunisia: Rise of Salafis, Criticism of Secularists and the 

Evolving Strategy of Ḥizb al-Nahḍah, Centre for Mediterranean, Middle East and Islamic Studies 

(CEMMIS), University of Peloponnese, Greece, 10 Dec 2014, pp. 1-7 

20.  Hajj: Manifestation of Faith, Rising Kashmir, Srinagar, October 04, 2014 

21.  The First Muslims—Their Approach to Islam—and “We”, Encompassing Crescent Magazine, 

New York, May 2013 

BOOK CHAPTERS AND CONFERENCE PROCEEDINGS 

1. Sofi, Mohammad Dawood., and Akhoon, Azad. “Medreselerve Modern Eǧitim Etrafinda Bir 

Tartișma.” Müslüman Dünyada Çaǧdaș Düșünce, (ed.) Lütfi Sunar, (Istanbul: Yurtdiși Türkler, 

2020), vol. 4, pp. 255-275. 

2. Sofi, Mohammad Dawood. “Knowledge toward bridging religious and modern sciences: 

Bediüzzaman Said Nursî’s approach.” ANNOOR, (eds.) Thajudeen A S, Noushad V and 

Mohammed, Shafi K P, (Kerala: Department of Arabic, University of Kerala, 2017), pp. 

275-286.  

3. Sofi, Mohammad Dawood. “A Brief Study of the Theology of Asharites.” Advancement of 

Science and Philosophy in Islam, (eds.) Obaidullah Fahad and Muhammad Salauddin Umari, 

(Aligarh: Mishkaat Printers and Publishers, 2016), pp. 67-74. 

4. Sofi, Mohammad Dawood. “Cogitating the Issue of Birth Control in Islam.” Family Life: 

Issues and Solutions in the Perspective of Islam, (Chennai: School of Islamic Studies, B.S. Abdur 

Rahman University, 2016), pp. 125-130. 

5. Sofi, Mohammad Dawood. “Concept of Brotherhood and Unity in Islam: Positing the 

Perspective of Said Nursi.” Faith–Knowledge: Perspective of Said Nursi, (ed.) Obaidullah Fahad, 

(Aligarh: Mishkaat Printers and Publishers, 2016), pp. 281-289  

6. Sofi, Mohammad Dawood. “Perceiving the Causes for Social Injustice and Economic 

Deprivation in the Muslim World: Tunisia as a Case Study.” International ILEM Summer 

School Proceedings, (Konya, 2015), pp. 187-196. 

7. Sofi, Mohammad Dawood., and Dar, Showket Ahmad. “Concept of Ḥija ̄b in Islam vis-à-

vis Emancipation of Women.” Empowerment of Women Under the Prophet of Islam, (eds.) 

Obaidullah Fahad and Muhammad Salahuddin Umari, (Aligarh: Mishkat Printers and 

Publishers, 2015), pp. 240-250. 
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ENCYCLOPEDIA ARTICLES 

1. “Muslim Brotherhood.” Conflict in the Modern Middle East: An Encyclopedia of 

Civil War, Revolutions, and Regime Change, (ed.) Jonathan Zartman (Santa Barbara, 

California: ABC-CLIO, 2020), pp. 210-11. 

2. “Organ Transplantation.” Islam: A Worldwide Encyclopedia, (ed.) Cenap Çakmak, 

(Santa Barbara, California: ABC-CLIO, 2017), pp. 1196-99. 

3. “Al-Raḥī̇m.” Islam: A Worldwide Encyclopedia, (ed.) Cenap Çakmak, (Santa Barbara, 

California: ABC-CLIO, 2017), pp. 126-27. 

4. “Ahl al-Ḥadī̇th.” Islam: A Worldwide Encyclopedia, (ed.) Cenap Çakmak, (Santa 

Barbara, California: ABC-CLIO, 2017), pp. 73-75. 

BOOK REVIEWS  

1. Michael J. Willis, Politics and Power in the Maghreb: Algeria, Tunisia and Morocco from 

Independence to Arab Spring, Intellectual Discourse, Malaysia, vol. 22, no. 2, 2013, pp. 258-61 

2. Tareq Y. Ismael, Jacqueline S. Ismael, and Glenn E. Perry, Government and Politics of the 

Contemporary Middle East: Continuity and Change, The Muslim World Book Review, 

Leicester, UK, vol. 36, no. 4, 2016, pp. 37-39 

3. Beverley Milton-Edwards, Islamic Fundamentalism since 1945 (Second Edition), Intellectual 

Discourse, Malaysia, vol. 24, no. 1, 2016, pp. 210-14 

4. Muhammed Hüseyin Mercan (ed.), Transformation of the Muslim World in the 21st 

Century, The Journal of Humanity and Society (Insan and Toplum), Turkey, vol. 6, no. 1, pp. 208-

10, DOI: dx.doi.org/10.12658/human.society.6.11.D0128 

5. Aaron W. Hughes, Muslim Identities: An Introduction to Islam, Contemporary Islam: 

Dynamics of Muslim Life, Springer, Netherlands, vol. 11, no. 1, 2016, pp. 1-4 

6. Ricardo Rene Laremont (ed.), Revolution, Revolt, and Reform in North Africa: The Arab 

Spring and Beyond, The Muslim World Book Review, Leicester, UK, vol. 36, no. 3, 2016, pp. 

46-48 

7. Jason Brownlee, Tarek Masoud and Andrew Reynolds, The Arab Spring: Pathways of 

Repression and Reform, The Journal of North African Studies, Routledge (Taylor and Francis 

Group), vol. 21, no. 04, 2016, pp. 707-09, DOI: 10.1080/13629387.2016.1175166 

8. Kecia Ali, The Lives of Muhammad, The Muslim World Book Review, Leicester, UK, vol. 36, 

no. 3, 2016, pp. 25-28  
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9. Firas Al-Khateeb, Lost Islamic History: Reclaiming Muslim Civilization from Past, The 

Muslim World League Journal, Saudi Arabia, vol. 45, no. 4, Jan 2017, pp. 62-63 

10. Anne Wolf, Political Islam in Tunisia: The History of Ennahda, The Journal of North African 

Studies, Routledge (Taylor and Francis Group), vol. 24, no. 6, 2019, pp. 1046-49, DOI: 

10.1080/13629387.2018.1527084   

11. Asaad al-Saleh (ed.), Voices of the Arab Spring, The Journal of North African Studies, 

Routledge (Taylor and Francis Group), vol. 24, no. 2, 2019, pp. 330-32, DOI: 

10.1080/13629387.2018.1487100 

12.  Beverley Milton-Edwards, The Muslim Brotherhood: The Arab Spring and Its Future 

Face, American Journal of Islam and Society (IIIT), Herndon, USA, vol.36, no. 3, Summer 2019, 

pp. 97-100 

13.  Mahmood Monshipouri, Democratic Uprisings in the New Middle East: Youth, 

Technology, Human Rights, and US Foreign Policy, The Journal of North African Studies, 

Routledge (Taylor and Francis Group), vol. 25, no. 03, 2020, pp. 507-510, DOI: 

10.1080/13629387.2019.1588313 

14.  Abdur Raheem Kidwai, God’s Word, Man’s Interpretations: A Critical Study of the 21st 

Century English Translations of the Quran, Hamdard Islamicus, vol. 42, nos. 1 & 2, pp. 215-

18 

15.  Sajid Shafii, 21st Century Quranic Studies in English: A Bibliography, Hamdard Islamicus, 

vol. 42, nos. 1 & 2, pp. 219-20 

SELF LEARNING MATERIAL FOR DISTANCE LEARNERS 

1. “The Mughal India”, Islamic Civilization in Medieval India (Course Code: IS18301CR) 

(Srinagar: Directorate of Distance Education University of Kashmir, 2021), pp. 112-162, 

ISBN: 9789395955225 

2. “Andalus Mein Ummwi Hukumat kay Aham Hukumran (Part-I)”, The Umayyad Period 

(‘Ahad-i-Banu Umayyah) (Course Code: MAIS114CCT) (Hyderabad: Directorate of 

Distance Education MANUU, 2022), pp. 180-200, ISBN: 9789395203395 

FORTHCOMING BOOK PROJECTS AND RESEARCH ARTICLES 

1. Book Project: Handbook of Islamic Movements with Cenap Çakmak 

2. Book Project: Islamic Movements in the Post-Colonial Era: Dynamics and 

Diversities 
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3. Book Project: Islam and Democracy in Practice and the Future of Hizb al-Nahdah 

in Tunisia 

4. Research Paper: “Beyond a Promising Revolution: Is Tunisia Returning back to 

Dictatorship?”, under review in Contemporary Review of the Middle East, Sage 

(Co-author: Cenap Çakmak) 

CONFERENCE AND SEMINAR PRESENTATIONS 

1. Academic Contribution of India to Islamic Banking and Finance: A Brief Assessment, paper presented 

in International Conference on “India and Muslim World in 21st Century,” Institute of 

Objective Studies, New Delhi, INDIA, 15-16 February, 2013 

2. Contribution of Darul ‘Ulum Deoband to Tasawwuf: A Study of Rashid Ahmad Gangohi, paper 

presented in 2-day National Seminar on “Sufism and its Impact on Indian Culture,” Dept. 

of Islamic Studies, AMU, Aligarh, INDIA, 18-19 March, 2013 

3. Humanity and Brotherhood in the Light of Risale-i-Nur, paper presented in 3rd International Nursi 

Studies Conference on “The Risale-i-Nur: Knowledge, Faith, Morality and the Future of 

Humanity,” Dept. of Islamic Studies, AMU, Aligarh, INDIA, February 11-13, 2014 

4. Concept of Ḥija ̄b in Islam vis-à-vis Emancipation of Women, paper presented in Research Scholars 

Seminar on “Empowerment of Women Under the Prophet of Islam (PBUH),” Aligarh 

Muslim University, Aligarh, India, January 20, 2015 

5. New Interpreters of Islam in the 21st Century: An Exploration of Rāshid al-Ghannūshi̇’̄s Reformist 

Thought, paper presented in1st International Conference on “Intellectual Crisis of the 

Muslim Ummah: Rethinking Traditional Solutions,” Aligarh Muslim University, Aligarh, 

India, April 6-7, 2015 

6. Perceiving the Causes for Social Injustice and Economic Deprivation in the Muslim World: Tunisia as a 

Case Study, 3rd International ILEM Summer School, on “Social Justice and Poverty in the 

Muslim World,” Scientific Studies Association (ILEM) and Presidency for Turks Abroad 

and Related Communities (YTB), Istanbul, Turkey, August 01-09, 2015 

7. A Brief Study of the Theology of Asharites, paper presented in Research Scholars Seminar on 

“Advancement of Science and Philosophy in Islam,” Aligarh Muslim University, Aligarh, 

India, January 21, 2016 

8. Knowledge―Toward Bridging Religious and Modern Sciences: Bediuzzaman Said Nursi’s Approach, 

paper presented in 5th International Nursi Studies Conference on “Education and Ethics in 

Said Nursi’s Risale-i-Nur,” Dept. of Arabic, University of Kerala, Kerala, India, February 

08-09, 2016 
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9. Cogitating the Issue of Birth Control in Islam, paper presented at the International Conference 

on “Family Life: Issues and Solutions in the Perspective of Islam,” School of Islamic 

Studies, B.S. Abdur Rahman University, Chennai, INDIA, February 23, 2016 

10.  The Debate on Human Rights: Positing the Vision of Rāshid al-Ghannūshi̇,̄ paper presented at the 

International Conference on “Islam and Human Rights,” Al-Mustafa International 

University and Jamia Hamdard, New Delhi, INDIA, 30 April -1 May 2016 

11.  Beyond the Arab Spring: Comprehending the Polarizing Ambiance, Democratization Process and the 

Politics of Ḥizb al-Nahḍah in Tunisia, paper presented at the International Conference on 

“Changing Political Landscape in the Muslim World,” Scientific Studies Association 

(ILEM, Turkey), New Delhi, INDIA, 5-6 September 2016 

12.  Engaging in the Debate on Pluralism: The Approach of Rāshid al-Ghannūshi̇,̄ paper presented at the 

International Conference on “India International Islamic Academic Conference,” Students 

Islamic Organization, New Delhi, INDIA, 8-9 October 2016 

13.  Introducing Natural Sciences in Madrasa Education, paper presented at the National Conference 

on “Towards Equality, Justice and Fraternity in Contemporary India: Creating a Better 

Tomorrow Through Education,” Institute of Objective Studies, New Delhi, INDIA, 5 

November, 2016 

14.  The Project of Modernization of Madaris in India: Issues and Challenges, 4th International ILEM 

Summer School, on “Revival of Knowledge in the Muslim World: Methodological 

Approaches,” Scientific Studies Association (ILEM), Presidency for Turks Abroad and 

Related Communities (YTB) and Istanbul Medeniyet University, Istanbul, Turkey, July 03-

09, 2017 

15.  Participated in IIIT Summer School on “Muslim Societies: Contemporary and Future 

Challenges,” IIIT-UK, Demirkoy, Istanbul, Turkey, 26 July-10 August, 2018 

16.  Participated in an International Conference on “The Muslim Ummah: Fault Lines and 

Perils Facing Muslim Societies,” Center for Islam and Global Affairs, Istanbul Sabahattin 

Zaim University, Istanbul, Turkey, 14-16 October, 2018 

WORKSHOPS ATTENDED 

1. Participated in one-day Workshop on Research Methodology organized by Institute of 

Objective Studies, New Delhi in association with Department of Political Science, Aligarh 

Muslim University, Aligarh, India, January 21, 2013 
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2. Participated in a two-day Workshop on Research Methodology organized by Department 

of Sanskrit, Aligarh Muslim University, Aligarh, India, March 21-22, 2015 

3. Participated in a five-day Workshop on Fundamental Issues in Knowledge and its 

Acquisition (FIKA) organized by Department of Ilmul Advia, Aligarh Muslim University, 

Aligarh, and Centre for Studies and Research (CSR), Hyderabad, March 26-30, 2015 

4. Participated in a three-day Workshop on Inter-Faith Understanding organized by Faculty 

of Theology, Aligarh Muslim University, Aligarh, March 8-10, 2016 

5. Participated in eleven days Peace Education Program organized by The Prem Rawat 

Foundation, Los Angeles in collaboration with Shah-i-Hamadan Institute of Islamic Studies 

and Shaikh-ul Alam Centre for Multidisciplinary Studies, University of Kashmir, Srinagar, 

March 17-31, 2022 

COMMUNICATION SKILLS 

English, (R/S/W), Urdu, (R/S/W), Arabic (R/W) and Kashmiri (Mother Tongue) 

 

I hereby declare that the information provided above is true and accurate to the best of 

my knowledge. 

                   

                                                                                      

 

Mohammad Dawood Sofi 


